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Valley Lodge Trail Ride News

Main Ride Newsletter, 2012
Hello Trail Riders:

On behalf of the Valley Lodge Trail Ride Assoc., I would like to wish all of you a happy and prosperous new year!  I hope your holiday season was enjoyable and that you were able to spend time with family and friends.  We are making preparations for the 53rd Valley Lodge Trail Ride.  Our trail ride is the 3rd oldest of the sanctioned trail rides and therefore is rich in history with the HLSR.  Our thanks go out to all the past Trail Bosses and Assistants that have put in time and effort to make this the best among all the rides.  So when you see one of these folks, thank them for all their efforts to get this Trail Ride down the road.

We want everyone to have fun and be safe on this ride so please be careful in your activities.  Watch out for your fellow riders and be courte-ous.  We have a number of new riders this year so if you ride up beside someone you don’t know, introduce yourself and welcome them.
I would like to mention one change from the past several years.  We will no longer furnish oats or grain.  Not everyone feeds the same type so we will furnish hay only during the main ride.

Past Trail Bosses:
Sam Olsen


1960 - 1964

Don Zapp


1964 - 1972

Mac Goldsby


1972 - 1979

Gary Garrison


1979 - 1980

Chris Black


1980 - 1983

Tom Walne


1983 - 1986

Burns Turner


1986 - 1989

Bobby Schmidt


1989 - 1992

Ken Caldwell


1992 - 1995

Roland Fulton


1995 - 1998

Ted Bland


1998 - 2001

Bill Fry



2001 - 2004

Tim Braunagel                           2004 - 2007

Mike Murphey                            2007- 2010

Whether you have ridden with us before or not, please make sure to thoroughly read the newsletter. Pay particular attention to the rules and regulations as they are set by the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo. As part of our participation agreement, the VLTRA and ALL of its members are required to adhere to them to ensure a “Safe and Fun” ride. 

Remember, to ride on the Main Ride, you must be a member of the VLTRA and attend one of the warm up rides.   
 Thank you:


Assistant Trail Bosses


Secretaries


Cook Team

            Bar Team

            Scouts


Rolling stock drivers

Without the assistance of these people, we would not be able to have a safe and fun ride year after year.  Please remember to thank them for the tireless effort they put into making this ride happen.

With regard to volunteers, if you are not riding a horse or in a wagon and wish to help, please contact me or our secretary.  We may need some drivers that can move equipment.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, Feb. 18th so that you can come and be a part of the fun and tradition that is the VALLEY LODGE TRAIL RIDE!
         Happy Trails!

Randy Pharr
Trail Boss

               SPECIAL THANKS!

It doesn’t matter how many hours we plan if it were not for others celebrating the vision of our western heritage we would not be able to have this ride year after year.  Please remember the people and organizations that support us:

* Mason Hunt

* Cinco Ranch

* Robert Frost and Family
* Great Southwest Equestrian Center

* Dave & Randy Mullins

* Farm & Ranch Club

* Cynthia & Keith Williams
*Mounted Patrol of Precinct 5/COH
* Mac & Betty MacAleer

* Memorial Park

* Michael Minns and Family
* City of Houston

* The Gordon Ranch

* Home Depot

* Carol & Larry Smith


* Debbie & Keith Buvinghausen
* Ikea

* Schmidt Family

* Fort Bend County Law Enforcement
IMPORTANT DATES

1/21/2012          First Warm Up Ride

2/04/2012
Second Warm Up Ride

2/11/2012
Deadline for Reservations, Ride 

Fees and Membership Dues

2/18/2012
Ride Begins

2/25/2012
Parade

TRAIL BOSSES – 2012
Trail Boss – Randy Pharr

Secretary –Amelia Pharr

Vice President/Asst Trail Boss – Jim Hubbard

Assistant Trail Bosses

Kathleen Brast

Bill Head

Steve Brast

Michael Murphey, Jr.

Josef Kammerling

Wheat McKinney

Juan Montano

Marion Murray

Pete Emmet

Executive Committee
Mike Murphey                  Chairman, Past Trail Boss 

Tim Braunagle
                            Past Trail Boss

Bill Fry


              Past Trail Boss

Ted Bland


Past Trail Boss

Roland Fulton


Past Trail Boss

Ken Caldwell


Past Trail Boss

Burns Turner


Past Trail Boss

Tom Walne


Past Trail Boss

Chris Black


Past Trail Boss

Officers

Mike Murphey 

Chairman of the Board

Randy Pharr

President, Trail Boss

Jim Hubbard

V.P./Asst Trail Boss

Amelia Pharr

Secretary

Josef Kamerling

Treasurer

The Board of Directors is made up of the Officers and Executive Committee.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Horses/Horse Feed

· Shoe your horse several weeks prior to the ride to avoid sore, tender feet.

· If your horse kicks, make sure to tie a red ribbon around its tail.  
· Use good judgment to avoid colic and dehydration.  If you do not know how much water to give your horse, please ask.

· Hay is included as part of your ride fee, 3 blocks of hay each day.
· Please bring your own feed and more hay if required.
· Hay will be distributed for two hours after we arrive at the evening stop.

· The hay trailer will be locked and secured before dinner.  Make sure you get your hay  early!!

Wagons and Buggies

Horse or mule drawn wagons and buggies add to the charm and authenticity of our ride.  These vehicles belong to individuals and are NOT available for passengers or hauling without the permission of the owner.   If you want to ride in a wagon, you must make arrangements PRIOR to the morning of the ride.

Memorial Park

Entry into Memorial Park on Friday is by vehicle pass only.  NO PASS – NO ENTRY!!  If the park becomes too crowded with vehicles entry may not be allowed even with a pass.  Passes will be collected upon entry.  NO ONE will be issued more than one pass.  Passes are issued according to the number of days ridden as determined by the Plan selected.  Plan A riders receive first consideration.  A windshield ID card will also be required for each vehicle.  These will be issued with the passes and must be displayed on the vehicle dashboard.

On Friday, February 24, the park will be closed to the general public after 10:00 p.m.  No vehicles will be allowed to enter or leave the park after 6:00 a.m. Saturday morning, until all riders and wagons have left the park for the parade.   Once our trail ride has arrived at our campsite, no horseback riding is allowed.

Each Trail Ride is responsible for cleaning their campsite before leaving for the parade.  You must bring items such as trash bags, brooms, shovels, scoopers, etc. to clean up after your own horses.  This includes hay.  If you fail to clean your area, you will be billed for the cost of clean up and prohibited from future rides.  

TRAIL RIDE MENU

(Subject to change at the Whim of the Cook Team!)

DAY
MEAL
DESCRIPTION
COOK TEAM

Sat 2/18
Lunch
Chicken Gumbo      VLTRA Chiefs


Dinner
Steak

VLTRA Chefs

Sun 2/19
Breakfast
Breakfast Tacos
VLTRA Chefs


Lunch
Grilled Chicken
VLTRA Chefs



Cowboy Soup

Wed 2/22
Lunch
Chicken Fried Stk    Jack’s Cook Shack


Dinner
Pork Chops
Cherries Jubilee

Thu 2/23
Breakfast
Kolaches & Stuff
Catered


Lunch
Fajitas

Molina’s


Dinner
Catfish

Catered

Fri 2/24
Breakfast Breakfast Tacos
Catered


Lunch
Chick-Fil-A
Ikea


Dinner
Steak & Quail 
VLTRA Past Trail 



Supreme

Bosses

Sat 2/25
Breakfast
Continental
VLTRA Chefs


Lunch
Clean out the 
VLTRA Chefs



Trailer Grub

GUEST MEALS

Guests may be invited to the dinner and dance on Saturday night or to any meal.  Guest wrist bands will be issued and they must be worn as your guests go through the serving line.  Charges are as follows:

Any Day:


Breakfast
Adult

$10.00




12 & under
$  5.00


Lunch

Adult

$15.00




12 & under
$  8.00

Saturday Dinner & Dance 
Adult

$35.00




12 & under
$20.00

Wed & Thurs Dinner
Adult

$30.00




12 & under
$15.00

Friday Dinner

Adult

$30.00




12 & under 
$15.00

MEAL TICKETS

Each rider will use their nametag as their meal ticket.  Everyone must be wearing your nametag or a wrist band as you go through the serving line. NO NAME TAG OR WRIST BAND – NO FOOD!!!

RESERVATIONS

This ride requires reservations, paid and received by the Secretary no later than end of day 2/11/2012.

A COPY OF EACH HORSES NEGATIVE COGGINS AND CURRENT HEALTH CERTIFICATE must be included with your reservation.  This is a Texas state law and no participant will be allowed without current paperwork.  If you turn copies in at one of the warm up rides they will be on file.   WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORIGINALS.

TRAIL RIDE FEE SCHEDULE

Listed below are the plans available for the 2012 Valley Lodge Trail Ride into Houston.

You may choose from the plan which best suits your schedule and preference.  No exceptions will be made to the plans shown.  If you ride, or accompany the ride, you must register with the Secretary and pay the appropriate amount.  The minimum charge for the ride is a single day rate.  This applies whether you ride and eat or just come along.


PLAN A – ENTIRE RIDE



Adult


$275.00



13-16


$215.00



6-12


$110.00



5 & under


$  55.00


PLAN B– ENTIRE RIDE EXCEPT WED, THURS.

Adult


$225.00



13-16


$175.00



6-12


$  90.00



5 & under


$  30.00
PLAN C– SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Adult


$195.00



13-16


$150.00



6-12


$  85.00



5 & under


$  30.00


PLAN D– THURS., FRI., & SATURDAY

Adult


$195.00



13-16


$140.00



6-12


$  85.00



5 & under


$  30.00


PLAN E– WED, THURS., FRI., & SATURDAY

Adult


$225.00



13-16


$175.00



6-12


$  90.00



5 & under


$  30.00


PLAN F– ANY SINGLE DAY (excluding Friday)

Adult


$100.00



13-16


$  75.00



6-12


$  40.00



5 & under


$  20.00

Please make advance reservations to allow for planning of facilities and meals.

Trail Ride fees include all meals, bus transportation to facilitate moving vehicles from campsite to campsite each day and insurance.  Hay for your horse is also included in your ride fee.

All participants must adhere to the following rules and regulations of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.

1. No horse drawn rubber tired or iron wheeled wagons will be allowed. Each wagon must be equipped with breeching harness and brakes.

2. No stallions will be allowed on the trail ride.

3. Horse or mules measuring less than 48” will not be allowed on the trail ride.

4. No double riding will be allowed on the trail rides at any time.

5. No horseback riding in the park after your trail ride has entered the campsite.

6. No rider is to possess or display any ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE, bottles or cans, of any kind.  ANY RIDER ON THE TRAIL RIDE being observed by media cameras displaying alcoholic beverages will be noted and prohibited from participation in future trail rides that are connected with the HLS&R.

7. Western type clothes – cowboy hats, boots, jeans, etc. must be worn on the trail rides.  The idea is to look like cowboys and cowgirls going to a rodeo.  The trail ride is presenting the spirit of the HLS&R. The eyes of the public are on you, making the way you dress and conduct yourself important throughout the trail ride and the parade.

8. Absolutely no glass receptacles may be taken into Memorial Park.

9. Each rider shall execute for the Trail Ride Secretary a Trail Rider’s Release of Liability and Indemnity Agreement.  See the back of the Membership form.  This must include an emergency contact name and telephone number.

10. Proper behavior and compliance with all rules and regulations, both to and from the parade, is required to participate in next year’s ride. Horses must be ridden in the street proper, curb to curb.

11. The HLS&R, the Trail Ride Committee of the HLS&R and the Valley Lodge Trail Ride Association operate without regard to race, color, religion, national origin or sex.

HORSE HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

1. Valid Veterinary Certificate of Inspection (Health Certificate) issued within 30 days prior to the start of your ride and a Coggins test within 12 months of trail ride must be turned in to the Secretary.  Failure to provide will prohibit participation in the 2012 trail ride.  This applies to all animals in a party, not just one.

2. To be sound, in good health, and in proper physical condition for the anticipated activity.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HORSES

1. Vaccinations administered at least three weeks prior to the trail ride.  These are flu, strangles, and rhino.

2. All horses have non-skid shoes.

3. For you horse’s protection, Tetanus Toxoid within previous year, rabies vaccination, and de-worming 3 weeks prior to the ride.

Valley Lodge Trail Ride Association, Inc. abides by these additional rules and regulations.

1. You must be a current member in good standing to ride on the main ride, have dues for 2012 paid.  Membership application and liability release must be on file with the Secretary.

2. Beverage Service is available at all breaks, lunch, and campsites.  You must be 21 to consume alcoholic beverages.  ID’s will be checked.  No privately furnished alcoholic beverages are allowed.  No rider will possess or display any alcoholic beverage bottle or can of any kind.  All beverages will be served in a cup except for bottled water.

3. Bareback riding is not allowed.  No racing horses through a moving trail ride.  There are inexperienced riders on our trail ride as well as some green broke or skittish horses.

4. All riders must have western saddles.  Bridles, halters, lead ropes, girths, etc. must be in good shape.

5. Unmanageable horses or people are not welcome on Valley Lodge Trail Ride and will be asked to leave the ride.  Your money will not be refunded.

6. Western attire only – No baseball caps, sweatshirts, tennis shoes, tee shirts, knit shirts, camouflage, lace-up paddock boots, or rubber boots will be allowed.  Men’s and Women’s shirts must have collars and look western.  Cowboy hats and boots are required and are not provided by VLTRA.  If you do not have them, get them!  Rain slickers, hat covers, and/or saddle covers will make you more comfortable in inclement weather.  Be prepared!  You will be asked to leave the ride or change clothes if you do not have proper attire.  NO EXCEPTIONS!!!

7. If your horse kicks, tie a red ribbon on its tail.  The Secretary has red ribbon, as well as the drink wagon.

8. Tie your horse using the halter.  DO NOT tie with the reins.

9. DO NOT ride in front of the lead wagon.  This position is reserved for the Trail Boss and officers.

10. DO NOT ride or lead your horse to the beverage trailer.  Tie your horse to the picket line and WALK!!  This is for the safety of riders and animals.

11. A “hospital” trailer will accompany the ride for SICK or INJURED horses.  There is limited space.  Tired riders will not be allowed to use this trailer for their animals.

12. Only authorized vehicles are allowed to accompany the ride.  All authorized vehicles display an “Official Vehicle” sign.

13. Name badges will be provided at check-in and MUST be worn at all times.  You cannot ride without a nametag.  NO EXCEPTIONS!!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION!

2012 TRAIL BOSSES AND OFFICERS

Duties and Responsibilities

	Name
	Title
	Areas of Responsibility

	Randy Pharr
	Trail Boss & President
	VLTRA Executive Committee

HLS&R Trail Ride Committee

Trail Ride Route

Landowner/Host Relations

Memorial Park Entry Passes

Drivers & Vehicles



	Jim Hubbard
	Assistant Trail Boss

Vice President
	Horse Hay & Water

Government Relations

Patrol Officers

Insurance



	Cook Team

	Kathleen Brast
	Assistant Trail Boss

Head Cook
	Menus / Food Acquisition

Cook Trailer

Cook Equipment / Cook Team



	Debbie Stevens
	Cook
	Food Preparation

	LuAnn Holcomb
	Cook
	Food Preparation

	Stacy Smith
	Cook
	Food Preparation

	Mark Hogan
	Cook
	Food Preparation

	Beverage Trailer

	Marion Murray
	Assistant Trail Boss
	Bartenders

Beverage Purchase / Set up



	Mike Murphey
	Past Trail Boss
	Beverage Trailer

Beverage Purchase / Set up

Ice

Hospital Trailer



	Steve Brast
	Assistant Trail Boss
	Beverage Service / Set up

Sound System/ Tie Line



	Financial

	Josef Kammerling
	Assistant Trail Boss

Treasurer
	Financial Statement Preparation

Collections / Deposits

Tax Returns

Bus Transportation



	

	Facilities Team

	Bill Fry
	Past Trail Boss
	Wagon Boss

Horse First Aid and Tack Repair



	Pete Emmet
	Assistant Trail Boss
	Camp Fires

Trash Removal

Food Service



	Juan Montano
	Assistant Trail Boss
	Tents / Dance Floor

Tables/ Chairs

Lighting

Generators / Heaters

Hay Movement



	Bill/Jane Head
	Assistant Trail Boss

Potty King & Queen
	Port-a-cans

Rolling Stock/Ground Help



	
	
	

	Scouts

	Wheat McKinney
	Assistant Trail Boss
	Scouts / Junior Scouts

Traffic Control

Walkie – Talkies / Flags



	Michael Murphey, Jr.


	Assistant Trail Boss


	Traffic Control

Bar Relief



	Secretary / Administration

	Amelia Pharr
	Secretary
	Newsletters / Meeting Minutes

Membership

Ride Reservations

HLS&R Parade Committee

Memorial Park Passes

Directory



	Nancy Schmidt
	Assistant Secretary
	Drink Tokens

Check – In



	Dorothy Nall
	Assistant Secretary
	Drink Tokens

Check – In



	Lisa Emmet
	Assistant Secretary
	Specialty Products

Check – In



	Dorothy Moss
	Secretary Emeritus
	Anything She Wants to Do




VLTRA 2012 TRAIL RIDE SCHEDULE

Estimated Times:









Miles

Saturday, February 18, 2012









                                            11.6

     8:00 AM
Registration – Hwy 90, just west of Koomey Rd (FM 1489)

     9:00 AM
Move vehicles to Campsite, (Drivers return by bus to start location)

   10:00 AM
Trail Ride Begins

     1:00 PM
Lunch – House Rd @1489

     4:30 PM
Arrive at Pecan Acres (Campsite)

     6:30 PM
Dinner

     7:30 PM  
Annual Membership Meeting of VLTRA

     8:00 PM
Dance 

Sunday, February 19, 2012









                                            
13.8

     7:00 AM 
Breakfast/Cowboy Church

     7:30 AM
Clean up campsite and move vehicles to Gordon Ranch


Intersection of FM359 & Winner Foster Rd

     8:30 AM
Ride Out

   12:00 PM
Lunch at the former Double G Ranch

     4:30 PM          Arrive at Gordon Ranch (Jewish Community Center) 

RIDE ADJOURNS UNTIL WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2012
Wednesday, February 22, 2012








                                           15.0

     7:00 AM
Check – In at Gordon Ranch

     7:15 AM
Move vehicles to Great Southwest Equestrian Center Campsite


(Drivers will return by bus at 8:15 AM)
     9:00 AM
Ride Out

     1:00 PM
Lunch on Grand Parkway near Morton Road

     4:30 PM
Arrive at Campsite – Great Southwest Equestrian Center

     6:30 PM
Dinner

Thursday, February 23, 2012










                                           15.1 

     7:00 AM
Breakfast

     6:45 AM
Move vehicles to Farm & Ranch Club  (Drivers return by bus at 7:45 AM)
     8:30 AM
Ride Out

   12:30 PM
Lunch at I10 & Barker Cypress Park-N-Ride

     4:00 PM
Arrive at Campsite – Farm & Ranch Club

     6:30 PM
Dinner

     8:00 PM
Dance (Sponsored by Farm & Ranch – Cover charge)

   10:00 PM
Allowed to begin moving vehicles to Memorial Park

Friday, February 24, 2012








                                           15.8

     5:00 AM
All vehicles must have left for Memorial Park. (Drivers return by bus at 6:15 AM)
     7:00 AM
Breakfast

     8:00 AM
Ride Out

   12:45 PM
Lunch

     4:00 PM
Arrive Memorial Park campsite

     5:00 PM
Awards Ceremony

     6:30 PM
Dinner
AT THIS POINT YOU HAVE COMPLETED…………………………………………………..

71.3 

Saturday, February 25, 2012
     6:30 AM
Breakfast

     8:00 AM
Assemble to Ride Out for Downtown Houston & Parade

   1:00 PM
Return to Memorial Park Campsite for Clean Up and Pull Out
VALLEY LODGE TRAIL RIDE ASSOCIATION, INC


RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR TRAIL RIDE 2012









