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Season’s Greetings Trail Riders:
It’s hard to believe that the Holiday Season is here 

once again and time to get ready for the 2012 Trail Ride(s).  Less than 90 days ago, we still had 100 degree days but as Nature would have it, things have changed for sure.  It’s time to start  getting your horse or mule in shape and get that saddle all shined up for the VLTRA season.  We will be hitting the trail for the 53rd year of the Valley Lodge Trail Ride Association.  As your Trail Boss, I look forward to seeing you soon!
 Our last gathering was the Fall Ride held on Oct. 30, 2011 at Carole & Cliff Vacek’s ranch in Simonton.  Carole & Cliff graciously allowed us to come and enjoy their beautiful ranch along the Brazos River.  We also were invited to ride and enjoy Edd Blackwood’s ranch and the Pearce Ranch along the Brazos River. Kathleen Brast and her hard working VLTRA Cook Team prepared a great lunch and outstanding steak dinner with all the trimmings.  We had many laughs at the Halloween Costume Contest and afterwards were entertained by the Liz Talley Band.  A good time was had by all!
Upcoming Dates:
Warm Up Ride #1

1/21/2012
Warm Up Ride #2

2/04/2012
Main Ride


2/18-25/2012
The Warm Up rides kick off the trail ride season and prepares horses and riders for the 71 mile trek into Houston.  Remember: To ride the Main Ride into Houston, you are required to be an active member of VLTRA and ride at least 1 of the Warm Up rides.
Membership Information:

For those of you who have not already renewed, we have included Membership forms in this mailing.  If you have been a member in the past all that is required is a “Renewal” of your membership.  

If you are someone wishing to join for the first time, you will need to have a current member in good standing as your sponsor.

IMPORTANT:
DON’T FORGET TO SIGN THE 2012 RELEASE OF LIABILITY

Warm Up Rides:
Enclosed are the reservation forms for Warm-Up rides, the Warm-up Ride schedule, the 2012 Release of Liability and the membership renewal form.  Listed below are the deadlines for turning in your reservation forms.  Watch the dates!  





Deadline

1/21/2012 Ride


1/14/2012
2/04/2012 Ride


1/28//2012
Please send in your reservation and money in advance.  It really helps when making plans for meals and speeds up check in!
Thank You!!!!!! to our many landowner friends that host us.  Our sincere appreciation goes to the Vaceks, Blackwoods, Pearce Ranch and particularly Betty & Mac McAleer, the Vernon Frost family and Pecan Acres.  Please make sure you thank these folks for their hospitality!!!
Mark your calendars so that you can come and be a part of the fun and tradition that is the VALLEY LODGE TRAIL RIDE!
         Happy Trails!

                               Randy Pharr
P.S. You do not have to be a member to ride the “warm up” rides. Pass this along and invite your friends. 
WARM UP RIDE SCHEDULE

January 21, 2012
Meeting Location:

Pecan Acres 
Lunch:


Rainbow Ranch (Kaye & Roland Fulton)
Check In Time:

8:00 a.m.
Ride Out Time:

9:30 a.m.

February 4, 2012
Meeting Location:

Pecan Acres 
Lunch:


Mullins Ranch
Check In Time:

8:00 a.m.
Ride Out Time:

9:30 a.m.

RIDE RULES:
1. Coggins: A copy of a negative coggins is required for each horse.  This copy will be kept on file.  DO NOT BRING ORIGINALS 

2. Health Certificate:  the original of a health certificate for each horse must be provided for the ride on 2/4/2012.  The health certificate is good for 30 days and can be used to meet the requirement for the main ride.  We will keep it on file along with the copy of your coggins.
3. No private alcoholic beverages are allowed.  The beverage trailer is available at all stops.  Tokens can be purchased from the secretary.
4. No drinking is allowed on public roads.
5. ALL horses must have halters and lead ropes.  No horse is to be tied using the reins.
6. NO STALLIONS are allowed on the ride.
7. No riding doubles or bareback.  No running or galloping of horses.
8. No pets or dogs are allowed.
9. Riders may not ride off from the ride for any purpose without authorizations from the Trail Boss.
Please cooperate with the Trail Boss, Asst. Trail Bosses, and Secretaries.  They volunteer their time to make sure you have a SAFE and FUN ride.

RIDE REMINDERS:

RSVP’s for the Warm-up rides are due on 1/14/2012 for the 1/21 ride, and on 1/28/2012 for the 2/4 ride.

RIDE FEES:  These fees apply to both the 1/21/2012 ride and the 2/4/2012 ride.





With Reservations

Late Reservations or Walk-ups

Adults




$30




$35
Children (12 and under)

$15




$20
REMEMBER: A COPY OF A NEGATIVE COGGINS TEST IS REQUIRED FOR BOTH RIDES.  AN ORIGINAL HEALTH CERTIFICATE IS REQUIRED FOR THE 2/4 RIDE AND THE MAIN RIDE.  UNFORTUNATELY, IF THESE DOCUMENTS ARE NOT PRESENTED AT CHECK IN (OR PREFERABLY BEFORE WITH YOUR MAIL IN REGISTRATION), YOU CAN NOT BE ALLOWED TO RIDE. THANKS FOR MAKING THIS EASY ON EVERYONE. 
DIRECTIONS

To Pecan Acres:

From I-10:  Take I-10 toward Brookshire.  Exit FM1489/Koomey Rd.  Turn south onto FM1489.  Follow FM1489 for approximately 7 miles.  Turn left onto Vernon Frost Rd.  Pecan Acres Ranch is approximately 1 mile down on the left.  
From 1093:  Take FM1093 (Westheimer) west to Simonton.  Turn right onto FM1489.  Follow Fm1489 for approximately 3 miles.  Turn right onto Vernon Frost Rd.  Pecan Acres Ranch is approximately 1 mile down on the left.  

GPS location: 35602 Vernon Frost Rd. Brookshire, Texas 77423
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